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Exhibit B 
Statement of Distinctness of MFS-S41 

Variety MFS-541 has been approved for release by the Virginia Agricultural 
Experi ment Station Crop Germplasm Release Committee. MFS-54l is a small
seeded cultivar suitable for the manufacture of natto, and is superior in yield and 
maturity to MFS-591, the current natto cultivar produced in the Mid Atlantic region. 
MFS-541 yields an average of 5.9 bulacre higher than MFS-591 , which is the primary 
justification for its release. MFS 541 is generally adapted to all areas in Virginia 
where soybeans are grown, though it has not been tested extensively in the Tidewater 
area. Yields are less than standard cultivars (86% of Hutcheson), but premium prices 
are paid for natto soybeans. 

MFS-541 is most similar to variety MFS-591, but has larger seeds. Seed size of 
MFS-541 is 9g!100 seeds versus 8g!100 seeds of MFS-59 I. 
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The examiner also found the following difference when comparing the PVP descriptions:'MFS-541' differs from 'MFS-591' in hila color (gray vs. buff, respectively).
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